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(54)TitIe: IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 



(57) Abstract 

An image forming device for 
forming images continuously with 
no high-temperature offset and 
fixing defect in a short processing 
time, comprising number-of-sheets 
storage means in which the number 
of sheets passed in the previous 
continuous image formation is 
stored, time-measuring means for 
measuring the elapsed time from the 
end of the previous continuous 
image formation, and a CPU for 
limiting the number of sheets on 
which images are formed at a first 
copying speed at which the number 
of sheets to be copied per unit time 
is large when another continuous 
image formation is performed on 
the basis of the number of recording 
sheets of the previous image 
formation and the elapsed time and 
changes the copying speed to a 
second copying speed at which the 
number of sheets copied per unit 
time is small if the number of sheets 
exceeds the limited number. 
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HAN DA, Masao 
Sanei Building, 4F 
3-8, Wada 2-chome 
Suginami-ku, Tokyo 166-0012 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
99-159 
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International application No. 
PCT/JP00/01650 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 2000 (17.03.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
18 March 1999 (18.03.99) 


Applicant 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices wili accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s), 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
CN,EP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
21 September 2000 (21.09.00) under No. WO 00/55696 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP00/01650 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
17 March 2000(17.03.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

18 March 1999(18.03.99) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G03G 21/00, 15/20 



Applicant 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
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This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 






These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 


3. 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 




I 


P><J Basis of the report 




II 


| | Priority 




III 


| -=^^^Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 




IV 


| | Lack of unity of invention 




V 


r\7| Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
k-^J citations and explanations supporting such statement 




VI 


| | Certain documents cited 




VII 


| | Certain defects in the international application 




VIII 


| | Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

24 July 2000 (24.07.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

1 3 November 2000 (13.11 .2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIl^PARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Ir^^^ional application No. 

PCT/JP00/01650 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1-1 1 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



. filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



2-5 



. filed with the letter of 06 November 2000 (06. 1 1 .2000) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-8 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



1 | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 



□ 



3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of thejequence listing: 

I 1 contained inTne international application in written form. 

1 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I 1 The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

[X3 the claims, Nos. 1.6,7 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I ™ s re P ort nas been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
1 — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 1 4 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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Claims ■ NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 2-5 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 2-5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document: JP, 6-27855, A (Canon Inc.), 4 February, 1994 (04.02.94); entire text; Figs. 1-13 

The subject matter of claims 2-5 is considered to involve an inventive step when compared with the 
documents cited in the ISR. The point 'the longer the elapsed time as measured by the time-measuring 
means, the greater the prescribed number of sheets is made to be' is neither disclosed in the above- 
mentioned document, nor is it considered that it could easily be conceived of by a person skilled in the 
art based on the documents cited in the ISR. 
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